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Field trials with Genetically Modified Organisms are basically at a standstill in Italy since 2000. 

This situation stems from a political choice taken by the then Italian Agriculture Minister Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio. Following the moratorium on the approval of the new genetically modified products, in 2000 he ordered his officials not to authorize anymore the importation of GM seed samples for field trials. This ban aroused the fervent protest of the Italian scientific community, causing serious embarrassment to the outgoing government.

With the formation of the new government in 2001, the scientific community was hoping for a change of political direction in regard to GMO field trials. In the last years, representatives of the scientific world have repeatedly expressed their claims, and the Italian leading scientific associations have subscribed many official documents aimed to find an agreement on GMO safety and on the necessity to resume an extensive field trials program, in order to evaluate their impact on the Italian agronomic system. Nonetheless, the Italian government, despite ample assurances by the Undersecretary to the Italian Government Gianni Letta and by the Minister of Agriculture Gianni Alemanno, has not responded to the demands of the scientific community, perpetuating a situation of standstill by means of a set of bureaucratic bargains involving regional governments. 

Italy converted the new Directive 2001/18/EC into Decree N.224 (8/7/2003), which responded to the following specific needs: a) to update the authorization procedures by introducing stricter regulations on the environmental and health factors linked to the deliberate release of GM plants into the environment; b) to overcome the EU and National moratoria on production and commercialization of GMOs by introducing traceability rules on GM products. On the other hand, this decree also specifies (art. 8, 6) that its application is linked not only to the regulations defined by EU Directive, but also to further prescriptions aimed to preserve agrobiodiveristy and to be defined by the Minister of Agriculture (not envisaged by Directive 2001/18). This overregulation generated a long debate among the experts appointed by the Minister of Agriculture. The result was the issuing of two new decrees (Decree N.5 28/01/05 on coexistence and Decree N.72 29/03/2005 providing prescriptions for the preservation of agrobiodiversity), whose application must be preceded by the publication of technical protocols. To this date the required ‘technical protocols’ are still not available. Therefore in Italy the very procedures provided by Directive 2001/18, and implemented by almost all member states, are actually, even though not explicitly, inapplicable. 

The subscribers of the present document deem this situation as unacceptable and unworthy of a country which acknowledges among the essential principles of its Constitution the promotion of research. 

Therefore we would ask the heads of the European Commission to immediately intervene, adopting the measures provided by the concerned agreements, in order to allow Italian researchers to resume their work

· Prof. Drew Kershen - University of Oklahoma, College of Law (Expert on Agricultural Biotechnology Law & Policy)

· Prof. T. Michael A. Wilson - University of Warwick, Coventry, UK (biologist)

· Prof. Vivian Moses - King's College and CropGen, London

· Prof. Francesco Sala – University of Milano, Italy (expert of GMO plants and of plant biodiversity)

· Prof. Bruno Mezzetti – Università di Ancona (export of GMO trial)

· Prof. Richard T. Roush - University of California, Davis, USA (expert of plant biodiversity)
· Prof. Richard Braun - Schulweg 14, 3013 Bern, Switzerland
· Prof. C. S. Prakash - College of Agriculture, Tuskegee University, Tuskegee, AL, USA

· Dr. Barbara Basso – C.N.R., Expert on vaccine production in GMO plants, IT

· Dr. Roberto Defez – CNR, Istituto di Genetica e Biofisica "A. Buzzati Traverso", IT

· Prof.ssa Alessandra Gentile, Dipartimento di ortofloroarboricoltura e tecnologie agroalimentari,
Università di Catania, IT

· Prof. Daniele Bassi, Dipartimento di Produzione Vegetale, Università di Milano, IT
· Prof. Angelo Spena, Università di Verona, IT

